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‘Disgraceful’
theft of funds
for sick Aria

By HINERANGI VAIMOSO

ANTHONY Wright says it seems
silly to tie the Aria MacDonald
donation box to the till but after it
was stolen from his reception desk
last Friday he knows it’s necessary.

For the past four years the Papa-
kura Courier has been following the
story of little Aria who was diag-
nosed with a condition that pre-
vents her from digesting food.

There’s no cure and her only hope
of longterm survival and a chance to
eat rested in a small bowel, liver,
pancreas and kidney transplant
which cost about $2 million and
could only be done in the United
States.

The Ministry of Health funded
the operation and the south Auck-
land community — including Drury
Tires — rallied around and helped
raise the money to pay for the fami-
ly’s living costs while they were in
the US.

Seven months and two organ
transplants later, Aria is out of hos-
pital in Omaha and is eating at last.

Mr Wright, who now runs the
family-owned Drury Tires, says the
company set up a donation box for
the little girl three and a half years
ago.

“It’s always just sat here and it
was there on Friday morning,” he
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says. “We didn’t notice until a
woman said she wanted to donate
$20. We just told her to slip it into
the tin and that’s when she said
‘what tin?’.

“The tin was just out of sight of
the security camera so we couldn’t
see when it actually went missing
but whoever it was managed to pick
a time when there was no one at
reception which is very rare.

“It’s just morally wrong. It’s
crossing the line and it just goes to
show that given the opportunity,
people will steal.”

Mr Wright, a member of the
Christian Motorcycle Ministry,
believes the tin has collected at
least $3000 for the MacDonald fam-
ily. He has now got a new tin.

“T know times can be hard but I
really don’t know how anyone could
drive down the road, see the
pictures of little Aria all over the tin
and just keep driving. It’s a dis-
grace.”

By contacting the Papakura
Courier, Mr Wright is hoping to
rally more support from the com-
munity to help make up for the
stolen $100 or so that was in the tin
at the time it was stolen.

“We haven’t called and told them
the bad news but when we do, we're
hoping we can overshadow it with
some good news.”
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SPERUIT WORLD®

Best of Fresh for Ltess
Normal Trading Hours: Monday to Sunday 7.30am - 7.00pm
Fresh Spinach Large Cabbages
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Fresh Leeks Campari Vine Tomatoes
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White Button Mushrooms
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All our fresh fruit and vegetables in store are clearly labelled for country of origin

Agria Potatoes

*8.995.




